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Abstract:

Access to food is essential to optimal development and function in children and adults. Food security, food
insecurity, and hunger have been defined and a U.S. Food Security Scale was developed and is
administered annually by the Census Bureau in its Current Population Survey. The eight child-referenced
items now make up a Children's Food Security Scale. This review summarizes the data on household and
children's food insecurity and its relationship with children's health and development and with mothers'
depressive symptoms. It is demonstrable that food insecurity is a prevalent risk to the growth, health,
cognitive, and behavioral potential of America's poor and near-poor children. Infants and toddlers in
particular are at risk from food insecurity even at the lowest levels of severity, and the data indicate an
"invisible epidemic" of a serious condition. Food insecurity is readily measured and rapidly remediable
through policy changes, which a country like the United States, unlike many others, is fully capable of
implementing. The food and distribution resources exist; the only constraint is political will.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1196/annals.1425.001

Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
Communication Audience: X
audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker, Public
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Food/Water Security
Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
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None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: &

resource focuses on specific location
United States

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

Developmental Effect, Mental Health/Stress
Developmental Effect: Other Functional Deficit
Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern: &

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

Children, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women

Resource Type: @

format or standard characteristic of resource

Review

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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